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From YOUR President  

Hi Clowns, 
 
I hope you all had a nice Easter 
and this nice weather has you 
outside digging in your garden 
like me. I am so ready for this 
weather to stay… 
 
This past week was the Clowns of 
American International Online 

Convention. BOY were there some great 
presentations. I listened live to many of them but 
will be going back to catch the ones I missed. I 
was disappointed that more of you with COAI 
memberships did not take advantage of this great 
event. The price was great and the fact that all 
classes were recorded made it even better, imo, 
because that gave us all the freedom to do what 
we needed to, knowing we could go back and re-
watch the ones we really loved – or – watch the 
ones we missed!  There is talk about using this 
forum again next year.  
 
We have another great presenter lined up this 
month. Check out the details in this issue. Thank 
you again to Bonnie-Jean for lining these folks up 
for us. ALSO remember to get your costume and 
shoe measurements and be ready for the online/
Zoom drawing that will be coming up in early 
May to giveaway the great costumes and shoes 
and magic and stickers and stuff….that we had 
donated to us. I will be so happy to find new 
homes for all of this stuff…. because I can barely 
get into my own clown closet at the moment with 
all of this stuff just waiting to go to new homes. 
 
Three of our new clowns, not members, but new 
to clowning clowns – were the happy recipients 
of some clowning magazines and magic 
newsletters that were donated by our own Betty 
Gallucci.  I hope they inspire you to try new stuff.  

These magazines from COAI 
and WCA are very 
inspirational if you want to 
learn a new balloon, or magic 
trick, or play with a different 
makeup, or want an idea for a 
new costume. They are also 
good resources for upcoming 
events and suppliers.  You 
that are current COAI and 
WCA members know what I am talking about. 
COAI members can also go to the COAI website 
and look back through 35 years’ worth of the 
New Calliope magazines all online. THAT is 
amazing.  
 

Sgt. at Arms: Gayle “Frauline 

Min-ne-so-ta” Overbeck   

Hello fellow clowns.  I took the 
advice from one of our 
workshops and wore my clown 
shoes to work one day.  Boy did I 
make every one laugh. Then 
I  went to the dentist with my 

shoes on and my nose.  That made their day 
too.  On another day I just wore a pink wig to 
work.  Just to brighten the day.  You just never 
know who you can  cheer up.   We all have to try 
and keep up with a little clowning around.  
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Vice-President Bit 

Nibbles and Bits about 
what I’ve learned this 
past month. 
 
Wowie!  It has been a 
wild and crazy month.  I 
just don’t even know 

where to start.  After Jeff McMullen’s workshop 
last month, I realized my clown has been in 
neutral for the past year.  Then last week was the 
COAI convention.  It was just what I needed, 
connecting with other entertainers, getting my 
creative juices started, and getting my clown out 
of neutral! 
 
Our character development course really got my 
head thinking.  Who is my clown?  What are their 
likes?  Silly me has been really thinking deeply 
about who Giggle Britches is.  For one I decided 
Giggle Britches was born in a child’s laughter, 
does my clown need to be born in a real 
place???? I think not.  For me being a librarian at 
heart, I started writing a children’s story about 
Giggle Britches.  I’ve had my clown get in some 
pretty funny antics; I should tell you the one 
about the peanut butter!  Well maybe I should 
write these stories down and use them in my 
clowning.  Or maybe I could publish them…  
dreaming.   
 
I also ordered Jeff’s book Tender Moments from 

the Big Chair.  I’ve 
read a few stories; 
I’ve laughed and 
cried.  It got me 
thinking…. I’ve had 
those moments in 
clowning and being 
an elf.  The world 
really does need us 
entertainers.  We can 
entertain wherever we 
are. 
 
 

A few months ago, I started back to work on my 

school bus.  I was so excited!  That excitement 

was quickly squashed by the company I was 

working for.  It was chaos out of control.  

Everyday I saw kids waiting for buses for long 

amounts of time, some 

over an hour!  The bus 

barn was short drivers and 

office personnel who knew 

our area.  The routes were 

not being run efficiently or 

in resemblance to order.  I 

was picking up kids who 

were scared and upset.  

However, by the time I got 

them to school they were laughing, talking, and 

ready to start their day.  Even though I wasn’t in 

clown I put my clown in motion.  Driving the 

bus, I’d see something and make a comment 

about it that would get the kids laughing or telling 

a story.  Once, on my route that was an hour 

behind, we went by a playground.  I teased the 

kids we were going to skip school and hang out 

on the playground.  Soon the conversation was 

going, and we had planned out our day, what 

games we would play, who got to go down the 

slide first, where we are going for lunch, what we 

were going to eat (somehow the bus driver was 

paying), and all the other antics we would get 

into.  The kids were still telling their stories and 

laughing when I got them to school.  The teachers 

who meet the kids at school were always 

impressed how happy my kids were when they 

got off the bus.  I smiled and just said I keep them 

laughing and forgetting their worries. 

That’s the key folks, keep laughing and forgetting 
your worries.  Don’t dwell on the crap that is 
getting us all down.  Yeah, you must deal with it 
but don’t let it weigh you down. 
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Nibbles and Bits Continued… 
 
Deal with it, I did that too.  I had enough with 
that bus barn after a month of utter chaos and 
disrespect.  I talked to my old boss and asked if 
they needed drivers.  I told her I was ready to 
come back.  They needed me!  That afternoon I 
told the bus barn I quit!  What a weight I felt 
lifting off my shoulders. Then it was spring break 
and time to recoup.  The bus barn called and 
begged me to come back.  They made me a 
generous financial offer but still I refused.  I’m 
glad I did!  Sometimes it isn’t about the money it 
is about the happiness! 
 

My second point of my rambling.  Find your 
happy place!  If you are not happy where you are, 
get out!  Sorry.  It’s not always about the money.  
It’s about your peace of mind and happiness.  
When you are not happy it reflects and affects 
others.   
 
Going back to my old place of employment has 
been the best decision. I am so much happier.  
Yes, things are still crazy and chaotic.  But this 
boss can laugh amid it all, she keeps the kids on 
time, no one gets left behind, and she puts 
everyone first.  Not sure how she does it!  She 
respects us and works with us.  She genuinely 
cares about those kids and their families.  I have a 
regular route with some minor changes along the 
way.  I can handle that, I know what I’m doing, 
where I’m going, and who I am getting.  I’m not 
finding kids waiting for an hour on the side of the 
road, or kids who were forgotten and never gotten 
to school.  It’s a good place to be! 
 
Finally, last week was the COAI convention. Can 
we talk about awesomeness?  It was grand, 
spectacular, well organized, lots of great speakers, 
so many entertainers gathered supporting each 
other.  And I got all this from the comfort of my 
recliner or the seat of my bus!  The entire 
convention was broadcast via Zoom and 
Facebook live feeds.  When I was enroute I could 
listen to it via Facebook live like a podcast.  It 

was great.  Even afterwards I could go back to the 
recordings and catch what I missed.   
 
Before the convention I was feeling really down 
about clowning.  I had already had two festivals 
cancel for this year.  
It’s been so long since 
I’ve been in clown.  I 
was honestly ready to 
hang up my blue nose, 
set aside my blue wig, 
and let my oversized 
shoes collect dust. 
Then I got a call!  Was 
the Easter Bunny 
available and ready to 
come out of hibernation 
for an easter egg hunt?  
Was I ever?   
 
I can’t tell you how great it felt to be out amongst 
the kiddos.  Just being able to entertain again was 
a kick start.  I got to laugh and play with the kids.  
I helped them find Easter Eggs and I twisted 
balloons!  Those smiles, oh those smiles!  My 
little rabbit clown heart swelled three times!  The 
kids were so happy to see the Easter Bunny again.  
Then I got another call saying the Pet Parade was 
going to happen in May.  The library wanted to 
know if I wanted to walk with them in clown 
again this year!  One of the events that cancelled 
on me contacted me with an alternative idea.  
They want me to twist balloons and entertain 
drivers as they come through the drive thru 
Strawberry Festival for their shortcakes!  Yes!   
Oh baby, yes, I do!   
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Then…  guess what the COAI convention started!  
At the end of the convention, I got another call!  
The city of Mount Angel is planning a Fourth of 
July event and wanted to know if I, Giggle 
Britches would be interested in entertaining!  
They were impressed with me from last year 
when I did the Volkfest before COVID struck!   
 
Things are starting to look up! 
 
My head is spinning with ideas!  I’m feeling my 
clown moving from 1st gear into second.  Vroom 
Vroom.   
 
I’m taking so many of the ideas I learned from 
the convention put them in to action!  I ordered a 
few new magic tricks; I always get suckered into 
that.  I order some kid safety cones to make a 
COVID friendly line with.  I’m going to number 
them and paint jokes on them, an easy way to 
entertain.  I’m making signs with different 
balloon animals I can twist on them making sure 
my brand and contact info is on them.  I can put 
this on stakes near or by the cones so people can 
read this while waiting in line.  I’m thinking 
about a backdrop to use at festivals.  I’m also 
trying to write several short programs.  I struggle 
with putting together a full program or party just 
entertaining for an hour.  But I’ve got ideas for 
short 15-20 minutes bits I can do, then you add in 
audience participation and you’ve got it up to 30 
minutes.    
 

I feel like a race car driver 
behind the starting line waiting 
for the flag to drop. One year 
with no clowning has been 
awfully hard.  I am ready to do 
anything clown related.  I’m 
feeling more positive about what 

I can do!  I’m getting ready to get out there and 
make people smile!  And you can too!  You just 
must find what makes you happy!  
 
Giggle Britches loves you!   
 
 

She wanted to lay it on the line 
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Alley Meetings 

April 19 at 7:00 p.m. PT  
Change Bags 

w/ Donald Carpenter 
 
You will all be getting an email from jesseisahorse@gmail.com inviting you to our next General 
Meeting via Zoom.  The meeting will start promptly at 7:00 p.m. PT and the agenda is as 
follows:  
 
Meeting Agenda: 
7-7:15 p.m. General Business 
7:15-8 p.m. Change Bags:  Routines and ideas on using a magicians Change Bag.  
 
You can email Donald at oddballwca@musicmagicandmayhem.com with anything specific you 
would like him to talk about, in regards to the change bag.  

   Treasurers Report 

 RCC bank balances 
  Checking         $2,353.34   
  CD       $3,383.53 matures 03 Aug 2021 

2021 RCC Alley General Meeting  
& Education Workshop Calendar  

 
 Date     Workshop      Presenter 
  
 May 24    Silly Songs and Fun with the Ukulele   Julia Bothun 
 June 21    Clowning & Storytelling with Puppets  Bruce Hyman 
 July 19    Hospital Clowning     Kathy Keaton 
 August 23   Alley Picnic ?? (cross your fingers) 
 September 20   Art of Joke Telling     Brian Ivory 
 October 18    Simple Balloons      Barb Field 
 November 22   Elections  
 December    no meeting 
 
I will share a short bio and photos of each presenter in the Red Nose Newz for the month they will 
be presenting.  This is going to be awesome!!!   

mailto:jesseisahorse@gmail.com


6  

Official Rose City Clowns Newsletter                COAI Alley #196      April 2021 

Winner of the COAI Best of Press 1995, 2008, 2015, & 2018 

April Presenter 
Donald Carpenter 

 
Donald Carpenter is dedicated to the art of entertainment.  He started 
magic when he was 9 years old and started clowning when he was 11 
years old.  At the age of 13 he met Hal “Shorty” Horton, a Professional 
Clown with accolades such as International Clown of the year, National 

Clown for the Leukemia Society & much more. 
Hal took me on as an apprentice and he taught me 
the Art of Clowning, including how to properly 
apply my makeup, slapstick, how to properly 
approach children and the use of props. 
 
Donald became a Professional Magic Clown at the age of 14. He was the 
youngest member to join Alley 107 of the Clowns of America, which later 
became Clowns of America International. Over the years he has attended 
the Mooseburger Clown Arts Camp, American Clown 
Academy 2.0, World Clown Association Clown 
Convention, Daytona Festival of Magic, and other 

various conventions to advance his knowledge in the art of entertainment. 
 
Over the years he became involved with the Lucille Ball Community Theater in 
Jamestown, NY, where he assisted in Audio/Visual and Set Construction. He 
was also a Stage Hand, Actor, and Prop Handler.  He was a Magic Consultant 
for the production of Damn Yankees at the Hartford Stage Company, in 
Hartford, CT. 
 
Although he never stopped performing, he reopened his entertainment business in 2015 and now 
applies his talents to enhance events while making them fun and memorable.  In March 2018 he 
was elected to the position of the American South East Regional 
Director for the World Clown Association.  Supporting, promoting 
the art of clowning and spreading joy and laughter, using any one of 

his talents, has been his passion 
since he was 14 years old. 
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Educational Opportunities Continued 
  

MOOSEBURGER e-Alley 
2nd Thurs. of the month 7:00 - 9:00 pm central time. 

 
Connect with clowns wherever you are in the world!  

 
Inspiration to help keep you enthused and engaged 

Education - learn something new from the best instructors in clowning! 
Entertainment, Interactive Jam Sessions, Fun Games and Prizes, Community Room, just to chat and share 

A great way to meet new friends and stay connected! 
 
The Mooseburger e-Alley is a subscription-based program. Subscriptions are for one year.  
Monthly Payments: Pay $19.95 per month and receive the above program features. 
Annual Payment: Pay one payment per year of $225.00 and get all regular program features, plus a special "By Invi-
tation Only One Night Event" with Exclusive Event Prizes. You won't want to miss this TREAT!  

 
The Joyful Journey!  

May 21-23, 2021 
 

Spectacular 3 Day Online Clown Education  
& Crazy FUN EXPERIENCE! 

 
This three-day virtual clown arts education event is designed to bring us all back 
together to celebrate the joy of clowning in a brave new way. Come be with the 
amazing Mooseburger staff on a journey of interactive classes, uplifting presenta-
tions, awesome performances, fun games, prizes and crazy stuff to do! When this 
global pandemic is over we are going to need to look at clowning in a new way. 
Let's start now!  

 
Let the intrepid Mooseburger staff be your compass on this journey. Don't worry if you have never taken a class 
online. We will send you a tutorial to help you and have a test day before the event so everyone feels comfortable! 
Hey, beginners, we have special classes just for you! 
 
What can you expect? The high quality of education that has been the hallmark of Mooseburger Clown Arts Educa-
tion for the past 24 years.   
  
• Interactive classes geared to help navigate clowning in this new world. 
• Uplifting, creative performances. 
• Wacky and fun activities we will do together. Kazoo chorus across the land anyone? 
• Crazy games and prizes! Who doesn't want to decorate a rubber chicken? 
• Joyful Journey Celebration Kit if registered by April 30, 2021! (kits to arrive in May) 
• All the fun we missed because our events were canceled worldwide.  
(I know that the last one is a big order, but I have always been taught to dream big!) 
  
4 Hour pre-day Intensives- $99.95 
One Day of Fun: $199.95  
Two Days of Fun: $249.95   
Three Day Fun Package: $349.95  
 
Age Limit: 13 and up. 
 
* SIGN UP BY April 30, 2021 to get your Joyful Journey Celebration Kit! 
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Happy Birthday 
to our 

April Birthdays!! 
 

11th Trudi "Nellie" Sang 
30th Janice “Groovy” Johnson 

Clown Shoes For Sale 
 
Gold Clown Shoes with 
Pink flowers, worn just a 
few times at Christmas 
Size 8 - with tights or thin 
socks, or 7.5 comfortable 
 new they were $350   
 
Color can be changed by 
professional shoe man or 
DIY following instructions 

from Julie Varholdt.  Leather. Made by Wayne 
Scott 
Asking $200 (will negotiate within reason)  
  
 
 

 
Red White Clown 
Shoes - These are a 
woman’s 7.5/8. Great 
shape. Leather. Made 
by Billy Prince . I 
bought them from Julie 
Varholdt. Asking $150 
(will negotiate within 
reason) 
 
 
If interested please contact Kimberley Eve 
jesseisahorse@gmail.com 
(517) 388-5351 
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All Alley members are invited to post 

classifieds in the Red Nose Newz.  If 

you have clown props, costumes, mem-

orabilia, or other items related to 

clowning that you would like to sell or 

give to other clown members send your 

requests to Bonnie-Jean “Giggle Britch-

es” Brown at boggarts70@yahoo.com, 

844 N Pershing St., Mt. Angel, 97362.  

Or call 503-996-1065.  Classified sub-

missions deadline is the 10th of each 

month. 

Committee Heads 

Historian: OPEN  

Library: Treesa “Lotta” Svatos  

Membership: OPEN 

Newsletter & Photographer: Bonnie-Jean “Giggle Britches” Brown 

Jr. Joeys: OPEN 

Hearts & Flowers: Paddee Embrey  

Facebook: Alice Szanto 

Events Coordinator: Kimberley “Anniebelle” Eve 

Webmaster: Alan Posner  
info@rosecityclowns.com  

 

 Red Nose Newz Biz  

To submit articles, clean jokes, fan 
mail, or suggestions:  

Bonnie-Jean “Giggle Britches” Brown  

boggarts70@yahoo.com  

844 N Pershing St, Mt. Angel, Oregon 

Or call (503) 996-1065  

Newsletter submission deadline is 
the 10th of each month.  

Who’s wearing the hats? 
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Present: President - Kimberley Eve, VP- Bonnie-Jean Brown, Treasurer - Albert Alter 
Absent: Sergeant-at-Arms - Gayle Overbeck 
 
Meeting time: 6:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. 
 
Agenda/Minutes 
Status of the Statement of Work for Donald Carpenter, our Presenter for April General Meeting. 
Bonnie-Jean has sent him the SOW and Kimberley should be receiving it soon. 
 
Clown Auction/Raffle 
Wheel of Fortune software Bonnie-Jean found to use for our Drawing will be tested in a ‘dry run’ with Kimberley and 
Bonnie-Jean at a minimum so we can work out any kinks before the event. 
 
Gayle – ACTION ITEM 
Please remember to make a list of all Attendees at our General Meetings so we can keep track of guests that attend, 
etc.  At the conclusion of the meeting please email the list to the BOD. 
 
New Member – Claudia Nilson has paid her dues.  
Kimberley needs to locate copy of the New Member Handbook to send to her. 
 
Eartha sent about 30 new clowning magazines from Betty’s collection for us to divide amongst the new clowns. 
Kimberley – ACTION ITEM 
Kimberley will divide the pile and get them mailed out to the newbies.  Eartha sent with the magazines a large pile of 
her bumper stickers.  BOD agreed that we will pay her for them. 
Kimberley – ACTION ITEM 
Kimberley will give a count to Albert to get a check to her for minimum of 75 cents each. We can use them for prizes, 
new members, etc. 
 
Albert and Kimberley – ACTION ITEMS 
They will get together in the next few weeks to determine all of the magic items that were donated so they can be la-
belled and catalogued. 
 
Albert – ACTION ITEM 
Albert to contact Forest Wheeler to see who he suggests we get the 3 new rolls of Shrine Circus stickers to so they can 
be used appropriately. 
 
Treesa gave the box of Proknows noses that had been in the RCC Library to Kimberley. I will store them until such 
time we can do face-to-face meetings again.  Looks like a full set of styles and they are all in good shape. 
 
Treesa had a pile of about 8 or 10 Ringling Bros Programs. 
Albert & Kimberley – ACTION ITEM 
Albert will contact ??? to get an estimate on how much they are worth and then the BOD will decide what to do with 
them. 
Kimberley will make a list of which ones they are to give to Albert before he makes his call. 
 
Bonnie-Jean has a book that she is going to send to Treesa to add to the RCC Library. 
 
 

Board Meeting Minutes for April 5, 2021  


