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From YOUR President  

Hi clowns!  
Happy Spring Clowns!!! So glad that 
the warm weather is close. The 
daffodils are so happy and the little 
purple flowers that are springing up 
everywhere in my neighborhood are 
also ready to celebrate Spring. 
I hope this issue finds you all happy and 
safe and looking forward to our 
amazing Character Development 
workshop this month with Jeff 

McMullen. Thank you to Bonnie-Jean for all her hard 
work rallying up such great talent for us this year and for 
putting up with the zillions of edits I threw at her for their 
Statements of Work. Sorry Bonnie-Jean.  
Speaking of great talent – I participated in the three day 
World Clown Association Virtual Conference last week 
and OMG!!! It was jam packed from start to finish with 
amazing classes and performances. I learned so much. 
The best part? Or nearly the best part? It only cost $60! 
The outgoing President encouraged all of us to get into 
makeup and costume, so many of us did. BOY was I 
rusty after not applying my makeup for a year! I 
encourage all of you to put your makeup on once a week. 
You will see what I mean LOL. I had so much fun that I 
even walked my dog in clown and delivered daffodils to 
some of my neighbors in clown. 
The Clowns of America International online convention 
is coming up in April and if you can manage it – do it!!! 
That one is even cheaper. COVID has taken away our 
Birthday Parties and Fairs…but it has been a blessing to 
us with some amazing education made available for so 
much less money than in a regular year. We need to take 
advantage of it whenever we can. 
I was invited to speak at the Big Foot Clown Alley in 
Seattle on March 18th to share with them what we have 
been doing during COVID. I will share with you in the 
next issue what I find out about what they have been 
doing. Maybe they have some new ideas of things we can 
do also. With Hal Grants workshop we learned some 
really cool things we could use at Nursing homes so 
maybe time to put some of that to action and go back to 
Glisan Care Center when it warms up again. Who’s in?? 
 
 
 

 

Vice-President Bit 

Happy March! 

I’m finally back to work in my 

school bus.  Flowers are 

blooming, stimulus check is 

pending, and taxes have been 

filed.  Things are beginning to 

look up!  I am looking forward 

to attending the virtual COAI convention in a few weeks.  

I can’t wait to share with all of you what I learn. Time to 

warm up my clown muscles.  Plus, I was just asked to be 

the Easter Bunny for a local group!!!  I’m so hoppy!  Life 

is starting to look up. Being Irish I wish you: “As you 

slide down the banister of life may the splinters never 

point in the wrong direction!” 

 

Sgt. at Arms: Gayle “Frauline Min-ne-

so-ta” Overbeck 

Enjoy the little things in life, for one 
day you may look back and realize they 
were the big things.   



2  

Official Rose City Clowns Newsletter                COAI Alley #196      March 2021 

Winner of the COAI Best of Press 1995, 2008, 2015, & 2018 

 
Alley Meetings 

March 22 at 7:00 p.m. PT  
Character Development 

w/ Jeff McMullen 
 
You will all be getting an email from jesseisahorse@gmail.com inviting you to our next General 
Meeting via Zoom.  The meeting will start promptly at 7:00 p.m. PT and the agenda is as 
follows:  
 
Meeting Agenda: 
7-7:15 p.m. General Business 
7:15-8 p.m. Character Development with Jeff McMullen:  Character development is the creation of 
the details (name, appearance, history, mannerisms, etc.) that describe a character. As clowns, we 
create our own clown character or persona. The more we put into fully developing and 
understanding what makes our clown character unique, the easier it will be to perform and stay in 
character. 

   Treasurers Report 

 RCC bank balances 
  Checking         $2,469.34  
  CD       $3,383.53 matures 03 Aug 2021 

2021 RCC Alley General Meeting  
& Education Workshop Calendar  

 
 Date     Workshop      Presenter 
 April 19    Change Bags      Donald Carpenter 
 May 24    Silly Songs and Fun with the Ukulele   Julia Bothum 
 June 21    Clowning & Storytelling with Puppets  Bruce Hyman 
 July 19    Hospital Clowning     Kathy Keaton 
 August 23   Alley Picnic ?? (cross your fingers) 
 September 20   Art of Joke Telling     Brian Ivory 
 October 18    Simple Balloons      Barb Field 
 November 22   Elections  
 December    no meeting 
 
I will share a short bio and photos of each presenter in the Red Nose Newz for the  month they will 
be presenting.  This is going to be awesome!!!   

mailto:jesseisahorse@gmail.com
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February Presenter 
Jeff McMullen 

“Character Development” 
 

A magician, a clown, a consummate entertainer, McMullen has led a 
fascinating life.  At the age of 4 years old, he knew he wanted to become 
a clown. While most people outgrow their childhood dream job, 
McMullen never did. Instead, he focused on ways to make his dream 
come true.  Jeff is truly a clowns clown! 
Whether in or out of makeup, his audiences 
young and old alike are amused and amazed 
by his talent and his warm family friendly 
demeanor.  

 
The first time Jeff was a clown was for his Eagle Scout project for 
the Boy Scouts of American in 1976 – 1977.  He was self-taught in 
juggling and performing basic magic acts.  He contacted a couple of 
the local hospitals and arranged visits to the pediatric wards. The 
next thing he knew, he was being asked to visit other wards, 
including the maternity ward, to visit and take pictures.  
 
Jeff has performed over 5,000 shows around the world…from Dubai 
to Poland, from Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus to 
Reoma World Theme Park in Japan, from libraries to school gyms, 
from center stage with the Dallas Symphony to malls and the 
world’s largest festivals. No stage is too large for this seasoned 
professional family entertainer. 
 

Jeff was only with the circus for one season in 1979 through 1980.  The 
constant traveling and hectic schedule wasn’t for him.  After the circus, 
he returned home and attended the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh 
(UW-O).  Jeff earned his undergraduate degree in television and film 
production. After graduating he moved with his wife Debbie, to 
Arizona.  He spent the next five years playing the role of one of the 
most recognized clowns in all of the world, Ronald McDonald!!! Jeff 
made appearances throughout Arizona and Southern California for the 
McDonald’s Corporation.  
 
Jeff moved to Wisconsin where he 
completed his master’s degree in speech 

theater.   He returned to Ringling Bros., and Barnum & Bailey this 
time as a teacher helping to open a new clown college in Japan.  He 
spent the next year living and working in Japan for a year where he 
was able to share everything he had learned during his career.  
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February Presenter 
Jeff McMullen Continued 

 
 After returning home, he received one of the most prestigious invitations ever. 
He was asked to perform for the Easter Egg Hunt at the 
White House in Washington, D.C.  where he had 
encountered with President George H.W. Bush. The 
President was walking across the lawn when he stopped 
and looked at Jeff, saying, “Hey, magic man, show me a 
magic trick.”   Jeff reached into his pocket, wondering 

what he was going to show the President, and all he had was a $1.98 trick. 
So, he worked a bit of magic and made a bit of silk appear and disappear. 
He says he will never forget the look on the President’s face. It was one of 
joy and genuine surprise, one that every performer strives to get from an 
audience.  

FOOD ART - WE'VE BEEN LOCKED UP WAY TOO LONG!  

Shared by Steve Heaton 
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Educational Opportunities Continued 
  
  

Clowns of America International 
2021 Virtual Convention 
April 6-11, 2021 

 
There will be classes at various times during the day and 
evening. Our evening “primetime” classes will be reserved 
for some of the more well-known “keynote” instructors, with 
some of the smaller skill based classes being held in less 
peak times. We will also have a Virtual Dealer Show one 
evening to allow our great clown supply vendors to show 
their wares, and potentially offer “convention deals.”  Anoth-
er evening we will have our Annual General Membership  

 
Register at www.coaiconvention.com/register Any new regis-
trations include access to the Zoom meetings only. 
The cost of the convention will be $30. 

  

  
 MOOSEBURGER e-Alley 
2nd Thurs. of the month 7:00 - 9:00 pm central time. 
 
Connect with clowns wherever you are in the world!  
 
 
 

Inspiration to help keep you enthused and engaged 
Education - learn something new from the best instructors in clowning! 

Entertainment 
Interactive Jam Sessions 
Fun Games and Prizes 

Community Room, just to chat and share 
A great way to to meet new friends and stay connected! 

 
The Mooseburger e-Alley is a subscription-based program. Subscriptions are for one year.  
 
Monthly Payments: Pay $19.95 per month and receive the above program features. 
Annual Payment: Pay one payment per year of $225.00 and get all regular program features, plus a 
special "By Invitation Only One Night Event" with Exclusive Event Prizes. You won't want to miss 
this TREAT! 
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Happy Birthday 
to our 

March Birthday!! 
 

March 21st Kimberley “Anniebelle” Eve 

 
Educational Opportunities Continued 

 
The Joyful Journey!  

May 21-23, 2021 
 

Spectacular 3 Day Online Clown Education  
& Crazy FUN EXPERIENCE! 

 
This three-day virtual clown arts education event is designed to bring 
us all back together to celebrate the joy of clowning in a brave new 

way. Come be with the amazing Mooseburger staff on a journey of interactive classes, uplifting 
presentations, awesome performances, fun games, prizes and crazy stuff to do! When this global 
pandemic is over we are going to need to look at clowning in a new way. Let's start now!  
 
Let the intrepid Mooseburger staff be your compass on this journey. Don't worry if you have never 
taken a class online. We will send you a tutorial to help you and have a test day before the event so 
everyone feels comfortable! Hey, beginners, we have special classes just for you! 
 
What can you expect? The high quality of education that has been the hallmark of Mooseburger 
Clown Arts Education for the past 24 years.   
  
• Interactive classes geared to help navigate clowning in this new world. 
• Uplifting, creative performances. 
• Wacky and fun activities we will do together. Kazoo chorus across the land anyone? 
• Crazy games and prizes! Who doesn't want to decorate a rubber chicken? 
• Joyful Journey Celebration Kit if registered by April 30, 2021! (kits to arrive in May) 
• All the fun we missed because our events were canceled worldwide.  
(I know that the last one is a big order, but I have always been taught to dream big!) 
  
4 Hour pre-day Intensives- $99.95 
One Day of Fun: $199.95  
Two Days of Fun: $249.95   
Three Day Fun Package: $349.95 
 
Age Limit: 13 and up. 
 
* SIGN UP BY April 30, 2021 to get your Joyful Journey Celebration Kit! 
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Clown Shoes For Sale 

Gold Clown Shoes with 

Pink flowers, worn just a 

few times at Christmas 

Size 8 - with tights or 

thin socks, or 7.5 

comfortable 

 new they were $350   

Color can be changed by 

professional shoe man or DIY following 

instructions from Julie Varholdt.  Leather. 

Made by Wayne Scott 

Asking $200 (will negotiate within reason)  

 

 

 

Red White Clown 

Shoes - These are a 

woman’s 7.5/8. Great 

shape. Leather. Made 

by Billy Prince . I 

bought them from 

Julie Varholdt. Asking 

$150 (will negotiate 

within reason) 

 

 

If interested please contact Kimberley Eve 

jesseisahorse@gmail.com 

(517) 388-5351 

For Sale: 

 Poodle Stuffed Ani-

mal Purse 

$10  pretty pink plush 

novelty bag with a met-

al chain strap and zip-

per.  Like new used once 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purple Clown Wig $10  

Clean, very good condition 

 

 

 

 

Cat Face Neck Gaiter 

Brand New.  Tried on but it 

is too small.  Would fit a 

child.  Paid $10 asking $8 

 

If interested please contact Bonnie-Jean Brown 

971-316-6325 or at boggarts70@yahoo.com 
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Present: President - Kimberley Eve, VP- Bonnie-
Jean Brown, Treasurer - Albert Alter 
Absent: Sergeant-at-Arms - Gayle Overbeck 
 
Meeting time: 6:30 p.m. to 7:40 p.m. 
 
Agenda: 
Review/Approve updated Membership form. 
Kimberley intended to have the updated Member-
ship Form available for BOD review this evening 
but was not able to complete her updates in time. 
We discussed the need for a second ‘flavor’ of 
Membership Form to address online or virtual on-
ly memberships considering we are going into our 
second year on Zoom and have several clowns 
outside of Oregon that are either joining RCC or 
have expressed interest in doing so. This discus-
sion covered the issue of how/if we need to com-
plete Background Checks for clowns joining that 
are not in Oregon and not likely to participate in 
our events within our community, once COVID 
runs it course. That prompted additional discus-
sion about liability to RCC. We also discussed if 
virtual only membership to RCC would require a 
change to the fee structure. This portion of the 
discussion will be considered further but one of 
the things to be considered is the expense for 
providing quality instructors from other parts of 
the country that still need to be compensated ei-
ther with a set fee or a respectable gratuity.  More 
later on this topic. 
ACTION ITEM: Kimberley will complete her ed-
its to the current Membership Form and draft an 
Online-Only version of the form for review/
approval via email. (There are 3 clowns waiting 
for the form to complete and submit) 
 
Background Checks in general need to be revisit-
ed so the BOD can determine the best method to 
use going forward for local, Oregon-based clowns 
that are wanting to join RCC that are not already 
members of the Rose Festival Character Clowns. 
ACTION ITEM: Kimberley to revisit her infor-
mation on the different methods to share with the 

BOD at our next meeting in April. With COVID 
an online method may likely be the better option 
but the details will be examined. 
 
It was recommended by Kimberley that Albert 
obtain a Debit Card that can be used for future ex-
penses instead of having to write a check each 
time. This will enable him to pay for online Back-
ground Checks, the annual renewal of our Non-
Profit status with the State of Oregon, expenses 
associated with Annual Awards, etc.  
ACTION ITEM: Albert will contact the bank and 
see what is involved in obtaining a Debit Card. If 
Kimberley needs to co-sign she will arrange to 
meet him to do so. 
 
Donated Items are being processed, catalogued, 
and prepared for the Drawing. The costumes need 
to be washed and pressed and several of the mag-
ic items need to still be cataloged. 
ACTION ITEM: Kimberley will complete the cat-
aloging, with Alberts help determining what some 
of the magic tricks are and the BOD will set a 
special date, potentially in April, for this Draw-
ing. 
 
5.  Bonnie-Jean drafted a Presenter Feedback 
form and shared it with the BOD. We made some 
tweaks to the questions being asked and an updat-
ed form will be sent to the attendees of the Hal 
Grant workshop in February. Prizes will be 
awarded to folks that complete and return the 
forms in a timely fashion. 
ACTION ITEM: Bonnie-Jean to make updates and 
send to BOD for final ok.  
ACTION ITEM: Kimberley will send Bonnie-
Jean the names of the attendees so the form can 
go out his week. 

Board Meeting Minutes for March 1, 2021 
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6.  The Sargent-at-Arms roll was discussed brief-
ly. With meetings being on Zoom it is requested 
that the names of the Attendees for each meeting 
(BOD, General and/or Special), be captured and 
emailed to the BOD following these meetings to 
be kept in our ‘files’. This will be important espe-
cially when we have surveys to send out, links to 
files, etc.  
ACTION ITEM: Gayle to review this item and 
reach out to Kimberley with any questions. 
 

7.  Bonnie-Jean drafted the remaining Statements 
of Work for the Presenters for the rest of this year.  
ACTION ITEM: Kimberley will review and pro-
vide feedback and edits to Bonnie-Jean this week 
so they can get sent out. 
 
NOTE: A check was sent to Hal Grant after his 
presentation last month. The BOD determined a 
$50 gratuity was appropriate for his wonderful 
presentation considering he did not charge us a 
formal fee and did a wonderful job. 

Board Meeting Minutes for March 1, 2021 
Continued 
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All Alley members are invited to post 

classifieds in the Red Nose Newz.  If 

you have clown props, costumes, mem-

orabilia, or other items related to 

clowning that you would like to sell or 

give to other clown members send your 

requests to Bonnie-Jean “Giggle Britch-

es” Brown at boggarts70@yahoo.com, 

844 N Pershing St., Mt. Angel, 97362.  

Or call 503-996-1065.  Classified sub-

missions deadline is the 10th of each 

month. 

Committee Heads 

Historian: OPEN  

Library: Treesa “Lotta” Svatos  

Membership: OPEN 

Newsletter & Photographer: Bonnie-Jean “Giggle Britches” Brown 

Jr. Joeys: OPEN 

Hearts & Flowers: Paddee Embrey  

Facebook: Alice Szanto 

Events Coordinator: Kimberley “Anniebelle” Eve 

Webmaster: Alan Posner  
info@rosecityclowns.com  

 

 Red Nose Newz Biz  

To submit articles, clean jokes, fan 
mail, or suggestions:  

Bonnie-Jean “Giggle Britches” Brown  

boggarts70@yahoo.com  

844 N Pershing St, Mt. Angel, Oregon 

Or call (503) 996-1065  

Newsletter submission deadline is 
the 10th of each month.  

Who’s wearing the hats? 


